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The tax bill ghich i8 now belore the House
of Delegates coutsius a provision which im-
poses upon railroad cow panies such taxes as
are now borne by private individuals, Hcreto-
fore this has not been the cuse, and the ooly
taxes required of railroads aod capals were such
as were imposed for State purposes, which
were paid directly into the State treasury, and
these ¢ mpanies were totally exvwpt from ail
levies for county, school or township purposes,
the heaviest burthens under the prescot sys-
t~m of taxation. It is supposed that when the
la:t 1ax bill was matured iv the committee this
im .ortant itew of revenue to cuauties through
which railroads pass was omitted through ip-
advertaoce, and in that shaps was passed by
the Legislature. With this vew feature eo-
gralted upon the bill now under consideration
by the H.use the subjeets for taxation for the
¢ity and couoty of Alexandria will be largely
ivcreased, individual taxes will be diminished,
and the coopstitutiooal requircment that tuxa-
tivn shall be equal and unitorm will be com-
plied with, * ~

The grand jury have examioed oo additioval
witnesses in the case of ex-Seerctary of War
Belknap this week, and the case 18 at a stand
still. The grand jury have exawined G. M.
Ad s, Clerk of the House, and Mr. William
To vilinson, the brother of Mrs. Beulkpap, avd
they culled several mewbers of the Coogres-
sional Cowwittee who protesting against giving
evidence were excused, Frow the fact that
Mr. Towlinson was examived st great levgth,
it is supposed that he wade sowme explavativo
of some of fhe features of the case. luis thought
that nnless the attendavee of Mr. Marsh ceo be
secured the crimioal prosecution is ul ap eud.

The jury of inquest sum mooed (0 investizate
the cause of the Narrow Passage bridee disus
ter, by which eleven persons were killed und
seveu wounded, coveluded their lubors yester-
duy, and found that the decessed cawe to
their death from the resu't of the acclieot—
as everybody koew betore. lu was antierpated
by some that the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
(Compaoy would be censured by the jury, but
uo such censure was passed.

It is pow said that the ressyo Hallet Kil-
bourn retused to give evidence beture the Coo-
gressional committee investigatiog the real es:
tate pool of Washivgion asd submitted to im
prisonment in the common jail of Washineton,
is that if he does testify he wust implicate the
President.

The result of the election in New Hawmp-
shire is oot unexpected, aod only shows that
the Radicals are joived to their idols and would
vot acknowledge their belief io the corrupticn
of the present adwioistration thougha witness
came from the sky. Plymcuth Chuceh sus-
tains Beecher.

The State Coaservative Committee wet io
Richmond to-day to determine the tie aod
place for holding a State Conveation, with a
view to the appoiotment of delegates to the
Nadonsl Coovention, electors, &:, and a
thorough organiz.tion of the party.

The amendwent to the city charter of Alex-
andria providiug for the eleotion by the people
of all the officers heretofore elected by the Uity
Council, has passed both hous:8 of the Legis-
ature, aud ooly requires the sicuature of the
Governor to beconoe a law,

The Marylaod Auvoual Cootercuee of the M.
P. Chureh, lately iv session at Lynchburg,
is~ued u call for a Geuweral Couvevtivo ol the
Chureh to which they beloog, to meet o Bulti-
more io 1877.

Bon. Bevjsmin Wilsou, of the First West
Virgioma distriot, who has been ill in Washiog
ton some days with typhoid fever, is vot ¢x
peoted to live.

The total expenses of the Alexaodria Fire
D.partment, two steamers aod & houk aud lud-
der compapy, for the past year, were ouly
$4 841,

IMPORTANT PROCEEDINGS AGAINST (FEN,
MapoNE's* RaiLroap CoMpaNY —[n  the
U.ited States Circuit Couct yesterday Fruneis
Skiddy, Ww. Butler Duuvean, and S. L. M.
Barlow, ot the city, couaty, aud State ot Now
Y .rk, through Heory T. Wickhaw, e:q., filed
a bill of cowplaiot agaiost the Ataotic, Missis-
sippt and Onio Railroad Cowpawy, of which
they are trustees under a heavy wortgage. In
consequence of the failure to pay iotercst and
compiy with the terms ot the mortgage, the
trustees ask that the mortgage be toreclosed.
The proceediogs contemplated are siwilar to
those taken io the case uf the Chesapeake and
Qbio Railroad Company.

The process, made returnable on the first
Monday io April, was served in Petersburg
yesterday by Colonel W. E. Nye, United Stales
Deputy Marshal, oa Mr, Cuthbert, ao officer
of the Atlaotis, Mississippi and Qaiv Railrosad
Compavy.

I'he must profound secrecy was observeddn
theissuing of the process. Not ooly was the
elerk of the court enjoined not to divalge a word
of tue proceediogs, but Colonel Nye was also
mwade to promise that he would neither by word
por act let the matter leak out uotil he had sery-
ed the process. )

‘I'he clerk of the court, M, F. Pleasants, was
visited by voe of our reporters lust vight. He
positively refused eitber to tell what was in
the bill or to go to bis office where he bad the
papers. .

"Phe solicitors for the trust-es are Shipman,
Birlow, Laroquer, aod Mckarland, of New
York, and H. 1. Wickbaw, of Richmond.

Geveral Mabone is oow in New York Tt is
thought that he will make a stroug effort to

FOREIGN NEWS.

The Mipisterial statement wus read yester-
duy iv both branches of the French Legisls-
tare. It speaks ol the Kepublie as established
by the electivn of two Assemblies by universal
sufitage; that the Republic wust rest upon the
acred laws of religion, mora'ity, respeet for
propery. and pust T jeet those watlike adveo
rarts s owhe b covernments hove too ofien en
cured.  The budget wili be balaveed withut
meicare «f 1ax non, but will iosure the reiw-
ursement of the debt due’the Back of Fruues.
Ihe reluticos with forcigs Puwers will o -
tinue pacibic.

Lo the Brivish House of Cowm s, yester
day, it wus aunounoced that the diffieuities be
twecn Uores apd Japzn had been settled by
o gotistion, and abo that China bud a-surcd
J oan that she would oot patticipate 1o the
diffs reaces.

The late defeat of the Abyssinians has been
followed by a roguest for peace, and hustiliti-s
are suspeuded to await the result of vugotia-
tons.

The decline in silver is a leading topic
abroad. ‘The London Times says it seems evi-
deot that silver as a standard ol value hus bad
its day 10 Kurope.

It is now stated that Greece off+rs to forw a
defensive and offcnsive treaty with Servia and
Rouwauia,

_The Seiviaus are ssid to be preparivg to
take the field agninst the Turks in defiauee of
Austria, confident of the sywpathy of Russia.

Roumauvia has paid the tribute due to l'ur-
key, but the request for comumutstion is op:
pused by the Purte,

A portion of th: Austrian Liudwehr is to
be _coucuulemud io Crotia, I'yrol aod its vi-
cinity.

Belerade was illnminated on Mouday ip
houor of the late victory over the Abyssiolans,

NEWS OF THE DAY,

The Demoerats of the third Conneeticut dis-
trict have nomioated D :vid A, Weiles for Con-
gress to fill the vacancy caused by the death of
H. B. Starkweather, and the Republicans ol
the third Cunoecticur distriet have vowinated
o, Jobo T Want for Congress, in place ol
the late H. H, Starkweather.

An attewpt to assassizate the Mexican revo-
lutionury geoeral, Diaz, at Browusville, Texas,
ou Mouoday vight, created much indignation,
The guity purty was arrested, but at the 1w-
stance of Divz was reicascd.

Seoor Cruees, the Spanish geatlemas sup-
posed to have been abducted, has beco fouud
at the Eustero Hotel, New York, under ao as-
sumed Dutwe,

Tue Prorosed UHESAPEAKE AND Ouio
CanaL lxreNsioN.—Thereportot M: jor Mer-
rill, of the vogiueer eorps, ou the contiunativn
aod completion of the Chesapuck: avd Qhiv
Caoal, says tbe parrowest place through which
a passage must be loued fur the canal is just
above Unwmberland. Huere the space between
the two halves of Wili's nountaio is occupied

by two lives of raiiroad ou ope bauk and the
pational roud ou the other, The plan recow-
mended cousists substantially in wideniog the
streat a8 far as possible, eustainiog the sides
vy vertienl walls of wasoury, and theo placing
the canal in the bed audisolating it frow Will's
ercek by a stroog wusoory division wall. M. jor
Morrili regards slack water pavigation beiow
Uvvoellsville, with locks of barees, as better
thau uo indepedent cansl. He expresses the
opinion that 1o & tew years steam will be io
geoeral use oo all first class canuls, The esti
wates for the total cost of a first-cluss caval
trom Comberlavd, Md., to Conucllsvilly, Pu.,
apd ofta system of loecks aod dsws oo the
Youghiogheny from the latcer plac: to Me-
K :esport, vn thie Mooogehela, wheue: to Pitrs-
purg there is a slack-waier syscew io aciual
operatiop, foot up $24,237,080. M.jor Merrill
says these cstimates would have beco material-
ly reduced it the duncosions of the line had
bevo restricted to thuse on the existing caual,
but he estiwated for a canal targer than the
irie, becuuse it wasevident that the route from
Cuwberlavd to Putsburg eould have little elsim
for pationa! aid unless it stivuld prove practica-
bie tir a canal of the width aud depth veevssary
for the wost ccunomical trupsportation. He
says that be is happy to state thut he believes
such a canal practicable on this line. Frow
Cuwberlawd o George's ervek the estimate for
the cost of the canal 1s $2,238,244,

A SaD, Sap Story.— Y esterday Constable
Puwmphrey received a dispateh from Richmond
to arrest for safekeepioe a young girl pawed
Maggie Williaws, sged 18 years, who had left
her home io that city last Wedoesday, and
who it was thought had taken up ber rosidence
at u bouse ot ill-repute io this city, kept by a
Madame George. Coonstable Pumphrey found
tke girl i the house No. 3 Cove street, coroer
of Meteal's lane, aud kopt by a mulatto wo-
wan vawed Margwet Copeland,  Ou being
brought betore the Mayor the girl, who is frail
aod delhieate io appesrance, ackvowledeed that
she had left her home from the fact that she
Lad beew il treated and aubused by her fawly.
aud stated that it sbe wus returoed to them
she would oot remain, but would seek shelter
at her gravdmother’s, in Louisa county,  She
further stated that she bad been virtuous up
to the time of her departure from home, aod
ha she been treated with kivdoess would have
rewaived sy she was & dressmaker, aud had
cowe trom Richmond 1o compavy with a8 wo-
man vam d Maggie George, The giri duriog
the exewivativn eviveed some feeliog.  The
Mayur ordered her to be covfived in suirable
quarters at the siation house uotil the proper
parties from R chwond claim her.  They have
beeu telegrapaned to.—Norfolle Virginion.

This is the girl wubh whose scduenon T,
Spieer Curler, the Rdieal member of tbe L
islature, is charged, but it would seem thut he
capoot be couvicted, judgiog from the reputa-
tion she bore belore he beecame her lover.

The Richwood Journal gives the fullowing
lugubrious aceoust of Radical uffairs io the
State:

“R:publican prospscts in Vireioia, for some
cause not necessary to be explaived, seew
rather bine just now, Messrs Aitred Mortoo,
Williaw F. Giddiogs avd Sawuei F. Maddox
have just returved from Washiugion, where
they had been to obtain the Republican key-
pote and cue [ r the cosuiog Presideutial elec-
tion, but they got vo comturt, Uvder the io-
spiration of recent developments Grant was
wousdy, taciiuro snd von-oummunpicative. In
deed, they were wiven 10 uoderstand that no
mou-y would be speot here by procureweot of
the Nutwnal Exccutive Republican Cowmit-
tee; that it had been resuived to fet V.rgioia
go to the devil, and the private and official
Virgicia Republicaos must take eare of thew
solves as best they cau. A geoeral distrust of
Graut is reporied iu Washington, aud Repus-
licau hopes are at the lowest ¢bb, so lar as sue-
cess 10 the future is coucerned. This is the
latest and wost suthentic.”

e
The Scoate Commitiee on Foreign Relat ons
have acreed to make an advers: rccommenda-
tion oo the nomioation of Richard H. Daoa,

of Mussichusetts, to be Miuister to Englaod.

have himself _gpp»v‘!nted receiver. — Richmond | The most caroest opponent to his conlirmation

Dispatch,

| bas beea Geu. B. F. Butler, J

CITY COUNCIL.
T'ne regulsr semi moothiy meeting of the
Uity Couneil was held last night,
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

No quornw was obtaived iu this Board uotil
cighi o'clock, when all the mewmbers were
present exeept Mr. Smoot.
A 1 solution was reccived fiom the Common
(louneil in regard to chaoges in the cherter of
he ey

M: M Kenzie supposed that the passage of
the re-0luii00 Was uol pecessary, as the char-
ter amendwents had been pass+d by ove house
ot the General Assembly, and it was 100 ate
to muke alterativos, He moved oo lay the res-
alution on th tabls, but, at the sugeestion of
Dr. Johoson, wodifi: d bis moiiov 10 let ic lie
Wi T,

A resolution to pave the sidewalk oo the
east side of Fayetie street, beiween King sod
(ameron, was read.

Mr. Mooz e 2sked the cost

Me. Dowichan did wvot thiok it would be
very expensive. 1he pavement was very occes-
sary, on account of the passeogers comiug Irom
the late and carly tra'ns.

Mr. M:K nzic thought it wou!d oot be use-
ful unless gas lumps were put there. ]

Mr. Downham agaio urged the necessity for
the pavewent. !

Dr. J. husoo said the citiz~os oo the square
wapted the improvemeut made. The action
ot (ouocil was concurrad in,

The act in repard to flazmen eomiog in from
the Comwon Couucil, referred to a special
comnittee,

Dr. Johnson said some of the members of
the nther Bourd wausted imprisonwent added
(0 the penxlty, He thouwht the peoulty heavy
coough. Al he wanted was some protectioo
for the citiz ‘s,

The action of Council was concurred in, aod
Me-srs. Dowoham and Beach were appuivted
oo :he part of this Board.

Mr. McKeuzie offered a resolution allowing
a stay of 60 days in tearing up the St. Asaph
stroet ruilroad track, He said the cowpany
only wioted tiaie to obtuio leeisiation frow the
General Assembly; that then they would ar-
runue with the property owners.

Mr, Downham thueht the compapny had
had time ewough, nnd were only Ltryiog to
ignore th - ety sitoseiher,

M. Nowie saw no o jestinn to the passaxe
of tie resoluti ny « bili would be passed by
the Legislaturs and the property holders satis-

Mr. Dowrhim again opposed delay.

Mr. MelK  zie favored tie reso ution,

Mr, Dowotizm said the railroad company
had failed o identily themselves with the eity
vy the purehase of any property or otherwise,
The streer was being used for a freieht depot
were then ovor, and 1o defiancs of the action
of Coupeil,  He cowwented severely oo the
aenons of the eowpany.

M-, M¢K-i ze suppo-ed that no cue would
fuvor a treight depot on the street.  He hoped
delay wonld be grauted,

Dr. Junpson did not agree with his ecol-
lezzur, He favored a susjeosivn, belicving
thai it won'd aid h's couzstuuents in gettivg
danages Irom the company. He had b ard
wany cowplaints about the freight oo the side-
wa ks, He wisled thatall the sidewalk- were
covered with frengit from the Vircioia House
to the river. The property holders at the
point named were the - nly ones who had a
right 10 eowplain of the lavdiog of freight
tiiere , '

Mr. B.ach said the passage of th: resolu-
tion s-itled vo question. I oniy ufforded ao
nppurtunity fur waking a sutisfucrory urrange
et bewen th cowpavy aud he propery
owners. Ualess something hike this was passed
the trains would have t) be stopped.

Mr. Moore mov.d to make the time thirty
days.

Mr. Beaeh thought the tiwe too short,

Mr. Neale agreed with Mr. Beach, as he
canderstood thit it wouli be difficult to get the
bl up iv the Honse of Deleg :tus, :

Mr. Moore uskei il the ¢ wpauy had made
any wove towards fixing up this matter,

My, Neale said they were waltiog the action
of th. L Ei:‘-iillul'l‘.

Mi. Downliaw r iterated his objcetions, de-
eluriog that this was only a dodge to get abead
ot the city.

Mr. Beach asked if the geotleman spoke by
authiority or only from bis owu 1deas.

M. D wusam said he spoke from observa-
tion,

D¢, Johnson again stated his position, aod
fuvored the passage of the resolutivn. He
thought th.ir reotiog a depot was better then
buildive oue.

Mr. Moore said there were many poiots be
did wot understaod, and, while he was not op-
pused to railioads, he wanted them to pay for
the use of the sireets, He withdrew his
amendment,

Dy, J. hosoo made a statemeatof the awount
to be gained and lost by the city by tearivg up
or leaving the track.

I'ne resolunon was then adopted.

On the p:tition of the Southeru and Atlan-
tie Telegrapn Cowpany,

M.. D wohaw thought it should be laid on
the tabie.

Dr. Juhpson suid a prejudice existed against
the telegraph compauies vu accovnt of the tax
placed by them on telegrams; but they were
very necessary (0 business as wuch so a8 rail-
roads, The difficuity eould all be settled in
the Revenue bill,

Mr. Downham recited tha action of the com-
papies to putting on the ten cent tax, and said
lie wonld oever vote to give them wore privi
leges.

I'he resolution was laid on the table.

A resolution in regard to the removal of the
Washiogton Navy Yeard to this city was re-
ceived from the Common Conueil

Mr. McK nzie did not believe that the mat-
ter would awount to anything.  The disposi-
tiov of Congress wus to pu things out by con-
tract and abolish navy yards, Coogress would
oot put two pavy yards io Virgivia We
would have first to go buck into the District,
He thoueht 12 all nonseose, and would vely be
used fur sowebody 1o ride ioto Covngress upoo.
They bad hetter appoint a commities to urge
the coupletion ot the W &£ O. R, R

Dr. Juhosoo cooeurred with Mr. McKeozie
as to the resolation,

Mr. McK nzie commented at some length
¢n the resvlution, ridicaiiog the idea of the
placing of the yard here, aud ou bis wotiva the
resoluiion was laid oo the table.

Mr. D wohem fferred the followiog bill,
AX ACT toameu paragraphs I3and 14 of chap-

ter § of the C1y Ordinances concerning Gus

‘Works und Light.

Sgc 1. Beit enacted by the Buard of A'der-
men, the Common Council concurring, That
pa-azraph 18 and 14 of chapter 8 of the City Ur-
dinunces be, and sre hereby amended and re-
enncted to resd as follows :

Puregraph 13—The Superintendent shall de-

liver the biiis for gas consumed on or before the
first day of exch month to the Auditor, and tuke
his roeceipt for the same. Tho Aud:iorshall de-
liver said biils to the Corporation ‘Lreasurer,
tuke his receipt snd charge the amount of bills
so delivered t - the City Trewsurer. It shall ba
the duty ol the Tre.surer to advertise m the
daily papers for ten (10) days that Lhe gas bills
are fn nis hands for cuiiection, snd that a dis-
count of 5 per ct. will be sllowed on ull bills
paid on or before the specified time. at the expi-
ration of whick it shall b= the duty of the Trens-
urer to return sll unpaid bil's to the Auditor,
who will re:eipt for th+ same and place the
unmount so received to the credit of ths Uity
Treusury, snd return them tu the Superinton-
dent of Gns and take hie receipt therefor, 271
monies so collected shall be kept sepurate frem
tue general funds.
Be it turther enscted, That for tite extr+ duties
hereby imposed upon the Auditor and Tressur-
er & commission of vue per cent. shull be allow-
ed on ail moniei so collected until their resper=
tiva terms of office expire, wfier whick such
cummi sions shall conse.

-

Paragraph 14—The Superintendent of Gas
Works is inetructed to charge for gas supplied
from the works on and after the fifternth (15) dsy
of M rch, eighteen hundred ami seventy-six,
(1876,)two do!lnrs and fifty conts(32 50)p¢ r thous-
and teet, with discount of 5 per ct. ot when puid
within the time advertiscd by the Tressurer.
When any bill shall remain unpaid sfter the
time shall einpse by law, it shali bo the duly ol
the Superint»ndent to collect the semy uecording
10 law, and the said Superintendent shal. return
no bills uneollected to the Committee on Light,
except under oath thut he cun find no goods be-
longing to delinquents with which to sutisly suid

claims, 2
e it further enacted, That wil acts und parts

of actsin corflict with the sbove puragraphs are
hereby repesied.

I support of bis bill he said, that gross
frauds bad been perpetrated uonder the preseot
system, aod he thought that all woo y« should
pass through the hands of the Auvdiwor aod
Treasurer.

Dr. Johoson woved that the bill lie over. It
was a very importact ooy, and should bo well
considered  No Clerk of the Gas Works wax
peerssary spyhow

Mr. Dowham said sume person to keep the
aceounls was neevssary, call him whaty u way.
His bill, however, would dispense with either
the Clerk or Superintendrnt, e thought it
necessary that some reduction should be made
io the price of gus.

The bill was lsid over,

I'he renort of the Fire Wardeos was received
from the Conimun Council, aod the Clerk was
proceedioe to read it, wheo

Mr. McKoozie moved that it be ree-ived
without readiog,

Dr. Johnson wanted the report read, T'hess
Wardens continued, io defisvce ol law, to cx-
peod several thousand dollars each year with
out giviog any security whatever., This wasa
very importaut report, 8 maiter of six or geven
thousaud dollars to the city and should oot be
siurred over,

At the suggestion of Mr. MeIKorzie, the re-
port was laid over uatil the next weeting,

D Johuson coffered u resolution referring
the guestion of the eligibility of the Mayor for
elcetiun to a third term to a eommittes, c¢no-
gigting of Mussrs, Buoaeh aod Neale,  [n sup-
port of his resolution he s+id :

Mr. President :—Assome prople are agitating the
question of the meaning of the lunguage of section
44, of the City Charter, it is probably well to takea
look at the section in order to ascertain what it
dous say, aud what it was really iotended to mean
in reference to the election of Mayor., The section
gays: “The wayor of the city of Alexaudria shall
be annually clected by the qualified voters at Lhe
times and piaces und i the wanner that members
of the city council are elected; provided that the
present Incumbent of said office shall hold hisotlice

for the time for which he was elected under the ex-
isting Jaws. Heshall hold his vflice for one yeur, |
and until a successor is chosen and qualitled in bis |
stead, at the cxpiration of whicl: period he may |
be re-clected for two lerms successively, and no |
longer until e shall have been out of oflee for one |
year.”” It will be observed that this quotation from |
from section 34 contains a provision: “Provided
that the preseat incumbent of said five shall hold
hisottice for the time for which he was clected uo-
der the existing laws, 7 he question readily arises, |
why was this provision made, and was the provi-iou |
only iuteuded to relute to the then “present ineuw-
bent,’ or was it designed to apply to a perpetual

succession of “present incumbents I It wus not |
certainly the intention of the committee who framed,

or the Cily Council that passed the seciion under

examination, that the mayor should be cligible toa

third term of office, but was changed, as it now |
reads, in passing through the legislature at the in- |
stance, and to accommodate the then *‘present in- |
cambent.” [t was thns chunged in a hurried man- I
ner, aud the burry of the amendiment by the legis-

lature, gave this section the semblanee of ambigui-

ty. “The present incuwmbent’” referred Lo in the

section, told, I am inforwed, our delrgates then in |
| the legislature, that if the section relative to detin- |
'ing the term of the office of mayor, were passwil as |
it was sent from the City Couneil it would preclude

him from being a eandidate for the mayoraliy in

the then ensulng spring, und in accordance with

the protestant’s wishes, the section was amended Lo
provide a chance of a re-clection of the then “pre- |
gent incumbent.” Indeed the protestant declared,
that if thesection passed by the City Council were
pot amended xcepting the then said ‘‘present in- |
combent” that it would rule hém out altogetuer, and
the exception was made for the beucelit of the then
mayor, aud not for his successors in oflice. This
historical act o! special legislation, stands to-day
as a good example of the harm and incouve-
nience which now and then occur frow Lhe nnwise,
if not corrupt or criminal practrice, which legisia-
tors sometimes fall iuto, of shaping laws Lo benefit
partisans who may be temporary occupants of
office. This provision, and Lhe interpretation which |
1 nave given it, was the understanding of those who ‘!
were familiar with the subjeet at the time of the
passage of the present charter by the lewislalure. — |
The people have always regarded the office of may- |
or ae one eutirely of honor, and they expect the |
man whom they elect toLhe position to be one who

will so regard it, and not endeavor, by an uneasy

desire Lo get the place, or to retain it after he has

once attained it, to show a disposition to make a |
trade or avocation of it. The great mass of the

people ar: neither office-seckers nor oflice bolders, |
and they very pr perly think that when they have !
hopored a citizen by an election to the position f

Mayor,and havecomplimented him by  re-election, !
that his ambition, as { r at least as the mayorality |
is copcern d, thould have recoived a suflicient

gratification and that be onght to modustly sten

aside, and allow, without conutinually offering his !
services, some one else to do, for awhile, the honors
of mayor. Th re is very jus'ly a growing aversjon |
in the minds of the people against the disposition
of office holders to make trades vr avocations of the
places 0 honorand trust to which 'hey have b n
elected, and they thiuk that all offlces should be
open to an equal and impartialcompetition without
having their chances of making good nd fair se-
lections for rotation in oflice, encumbered by the
pretcnse, that because # man has been onve elected
to an ollicial position, that such oflic: has b come
to him what the necessity of a trade or profis-ion is
to others. Therefore the people believe in Lhe
economy of rotation in offlce, and they like ocea-
gionally to huve the pleasure of saying to their
officers, as they modestly depart from the fascina-
tiug realms ol official autbority, “Well done Lhou
good and faithful servants® and not to have such
officers draw out th ir lonyg and reluctant time af-
ter they have had their day, until wearied by their
inordinate :hirst and chicavery fur pluces of trust
and ¢molumen’, th-y bave to tell them, by un un-
mistakable majority, to step down and out, to give
place to those whom they think will possess more
modesty and less selfishness. Few oflice seekers und
office-holders are withoutimmense bumility in their
unceasing desire to be the servanie of the people,
and some will show themselv. 8 so extremely hum-
ble as L. o to the absolute expense o1 buying vules
to gain a coverted place; while very few have dis-
cerument enough to kiow when the p ople are
tired of them. The uneasy longing for oflice, and
the irresistible anxiety to make immod. st vtforts Lo
retain . fticial position after it has once beeu attain

ed, have spoiled the polit cal prospect- of many au
ambitious genius, whose otherwise rood yualities,
might have made him useful, as well as ornamen-
tal to the bouy politic.

M-, McKozie suggested that the committee
beiug luwyers, their opivivus were worth votb-
ing uotil paid for.

Mr. Beach said that aoy action Coupel
might take would amouaot Lo nothioy, and tae
watrer would have tu %e settled by the courts.

Dr. Jonnson again spoke in fuvor of his res-
olution, but at the suszestion of Mr. Beich,
consented chat it lie over uotil the pext weet-

ing.

COMMON COUNCIL.

The Common Uvuucil wet last vight with a
good attendance within the Biard, the s:aty
outside the bar being also lled,

A petitiou from the Soathern and Atlantic
Telegraph Co. lor perwission to erect poles iv
the eity eomMog up,

Mr, Hopkins moyed that it be referred 1o
the Corporation Attorney with a r qest to
prepare a bill that shuald, it possible, protect
the citiz:us from the extortion of ten ceuts ad-

ditiooal ou all telegraws seat from here,put oo
by the compunies, as they say, to pay tor their
Corporation licens: (ax.

The Corporativn Aiinraey, who was preszot,
said that the Westeros Union Teiegraph Cow-
pauy held it+ rights 1o the city irom the old
Morse Company, a provision in whose charter
was that it should chargu nu wore tban regu-
lar rates,

| wade a stutemant as from the Cowmittee o

The petition was referred,

Mr. Hughes introduced a resolution lovking
to tho appuintmeot of a comittee to sccure &
rgduutiuu in the State assessment oo the muoi-
cipal property. He said that the eity property
was assessed at ahout double its value, aud
that while it was not certaiv that the Legisls-
ture would tax muuvicipal property, yet it was
impertant that the assessment should be plaved
at 118 proper rate. T'he resolution was agreed
to.

A communieation was read from Dr. Joho-
son askiog that the receuvt resolutioo for pay-
ing bis bill for repairs of the Frieodship evgiue
liouse be so moditied that he could draw the
money whieh he had laid out,

Mr. Lutbam could see no means by which
the end that Dr. Johnson wished o u'd be ac-
complished.

Mr Risheill said 1hat the Corporation At-
torucy eould explain the difficu!ties which were
1 the way,

Ciiy Attoroey Stuart said that it scemed to
huve evideotly been the uguct of Counoecil to
seoure the traosfer of the Friendship House
fue simple and possession to the eity. But io
the deed propused ty be given the Friendship
Company reserved toitselt the right to use the
bouse as an eogine house so loog as the com
pany existed. Uuder thess circumstances be
had dechued to approve the deed.

Mr, Hojk'ns introdaced a resolution to pay
1) . Johuson's bill, which was laid oo the table—
ytas, 9; nay-, 6 The comwunication was then
ordered to be recetved,

A comwuu.cation relative to paving King
stieet with woud haviog bsea read,

Mr. Swith tavored s special assessinent of
the property holders on King street fur the re-
pair ol the wtreet,

Mr. Hopkios doubted the right of Council
to muke such ap asse+-m :ot.

Mr. Latham favored the reso'u-ion of Mr.
Hopkins, iuteoduc:d at a tormer mectiog, look-
ing tu thy repairof that street.  He thought a
couble stuoe pavem:nt the bost kied of pave-
went,

Mr, Hughes urged that there had always
be-n an understanding that th= property hold
ers should pay tor th- first paviog, but thar all
repairs showid be mud: by the ecity, unless
there was a8 cbaige of grade. H: asked if
thers was sots balane: left over by the Bourd
o! Puulie Works, uod what had become ot in

M. Broders—There wa« & debt of $2 800
let: vver wiieh the oity had ro pay.

Mr. Risteill—D, vou imagioe that the
Board of Pubie Works would have goue out
ol exi-tenc: us lopg as any money rowmaived ?

The ¢ mmunieation was referred.

Me. Hopking, 1o iutrodaeiug a resolution for
the appuintwest of & committee 1o present the
advantuges of Alexandria as a site for o ouvy
yard to 8 ermwitiue of Coogress and the See-
iebery of the Navy, wade some stateweunts rel
ative o the sutj-et.  He thought, slthough
sowe geu leamen seewed disposed to ridicule
the wavter, that the resolution could du vo
harw and wight do good.

M- Lathaw satd tue paper wus ionocent
so | iuoffeosive, but it was useless, sed the
woon wou d fall abour the same time the oavy
yard was put here. He merely said this to
show that he did vot nidieule the propositiov.

The resolution was agrecd to.

The subj vt of the city priotiog was called
up, aud Alderwan Johnsoo, who was present

eoeral Luwa,  He said that the Gaz tte, uu
der & eontraer wade five or six years «go (for «
reduction of § oo the usual ratres) recerved some
$360 or $375 per year for pubbishitg the offi
vl procecdiugy of Cousell; but thai sume otu-
er Corporation advertisaments were prioted rod
ioth the daily paj.ers of the town, the aluuunrz

—— —— - - — - __—‘—-..,
burg sud Piedmoot Railroad Company, ap| %
graot addiioual frauchise to said ¢ mpany

Io the Virginia State Sevate, yesteray, 1he
folluwiog bills were passed: Providing for
working convicts oo the Milton aod Southery
Narrow Gaug- Riilway; also incurporating the
Norfolk chE Improveweut Company; ene yr.
aging laud purchiusers and inmivranis o Vip.
ginia; inco poratiog the Vaneuard of Freed. 1y
iocorporating the Botetwwit Library Compuny:
relarive to roadsio Wythe county, and allowiyg
certain privileges tosuperintendents of the poyr
The bill relative to a special Court of Appeals
was debated. .
[o the House an advers® report was made
oo the bill definiog the wis of the peoveny.
ary. K. C. Puwell, delegate from Dinwiddije
was swora in. A letter relative to the defoir
io the school funds was read from the Aulior
Speechies were reduced to ten wioutes by res,.
luiion (oo other subjects thao the tax b))
The rest of the day was coosum:d io the djs.
cussion of the tax bill,

CONGRESS.

The following proceediogs of Coogress yes.
terday are ad litional to those published ig (e
(azte ol that day :

Io the Senate bills were reported to incorpo.
rate the Murual Protection lusuraoee Coy.
paoy and the Natiooal Surgieal Iustigure of
the Distriet of Columbia; aiso the Georgerowy
and Teouallytown Railroad Cempany,  'he
juint resolution alivwiog Rear Aawiral Alwy
to accept s decoration from the King ol (he
Huwasitao Islands was pas-cd.

Lo the House the bili to transter the ludiag
Bureau to the War Departmeot was wade (he
special order for two weeks trow Thursday
next.  Mr. Glover, from the commitiee onthe
Distriot real estate pool, subwitted a report
covoerning the%ulusul of Hallet: Kiboury to
answer certain questions, and offered 4 resoly.
tion, which was adopted, directing the Ser-
geant-3t Arws to arrest hiw and bring Him be-
fure the har of the Howse.  The Serzeantat-
Arws afterwards appeared with the recusaot
witness, who submitted 2 writteo wgument,
atter which, stiil d.clintug to avswer the ques.
tions uf the commitiee, he was reeomitied to
the custody of the Sergeaot at Aimes, to be
kept in the comwou jail vl the Disirict ol Uy-
luwbia uutil he shall purgs hiwsel 1,

—

VIRGINIA NEWsN,

At a baro raising in Putsylvania eounty, last
Saturday, a well ko wa white Radical sud ao
assoeiate of negroes, stabbod and kilicd oue ge
gro, and geriously i jured two others who at
tewpted to restrato b, Al the partes had
been drir koog together, and 1t 15 s0d o Wowau
was the cause,

The Richmood D spatel, say=: T, Spocer
Curlett, white Republic.n mewber of the House
oi D degates [Tow Laneuster county, wnd a wiur-
ried wao, is charged on w werrant with sedue-
iog u youog girlvawed Maggic Welwws, 15 th
we lelt the ey,

New Hampshire Election.
A suwwary of «li the retaros ree-ived up o
b1 o'clock 8, w, to-duy isasfo vse: 199 wns
%

i wardy give Chenvy 31,763; Muaiey, 28 Wi,
gvudufl aud seattering, 310, The siwe tiwus

; Igst year gave the R-publiesns 30 393, Dewo-

@-t- 20747, Prolubition wnd seartering 591,
#upub!iuun net gain 2,552, A footing of the

pari fir printing being divided to that cxient gy

A reso:ution. reevived from the Board of Al
dermeun, to buy 400 feet of hose for the Friend
ghip Company esiuiug up, aod the questio
being on n concurrence,

3 Mr. Rizhiel moved to refer to the Fire War#
ans.

Mr, Lathamw hopeld that it would be the
pleasure of ( uneii to take a vot.. sud that it
would vot be given to svmebody else o lay it
10 118 grave,

M- Hopkios urzed thec the defieit would be
teo great this year to ullow th: purchuse of
Jirmet,

Mr. Evans favored the appropriation. 'The
steamers could ont work ou the four tueh water
maios, snd oo the subu:bs geoerally A hand
engite company waa lor this reason 4 oecers iy,

Mr. Smi h gud that the Wardens told hiw
lust pight that hey hud now 2500 teet of bose,
ans an engine -tationed at the coroer of K rg
an ashingron streets would reach any huuse
1a tire Corp: raiion. .

Mr. Huuios thought that the Warleos
we = eonduciing the departm=ot at un vXpense
less th-n 1t cost to conduet a single co.u.puvy io
Buitimore.  Ho beld that voluostecr hand cn-
gine cumpaoies male seliools for the peuviten-
Liary.

‘Mr Latham spoke wi-h much feeline, viu-
diczt'ng the haod enzine companies. He was

i sure that there had beco as maoy ineeodiry

fires lutely under the paid steam cugive systew
a8 belure t-he war, wheo the haod ewgiue -ys-
tem was io operation, and thought the Hosk
au!l Luider Compaoy had boen of wore ser-
vic: than both the steam engines.

Mr. Huuhes satd he had oot referred to the

membors of baod eowpanies, but to the run-
pers that gathered arousd thew. He ex
pressed the opluioun that seven out of teo fires
which had buppened here were ioo:udiary—
Suitiwes to make the insuravee, sod other
time- to create nu exeitement,
T ¢ resolation w=s referred, and aftr pass-
ing # resolution authoriziog the Finunce Cow-
wittee o employ an expert clok o exomine
the buoks of the Auditor, Mayor, Treasurer
and Tax Collectors, the Council udjourned,

LEGISLATIVE.

Amoog the bills passed iu the Virgivia liouse
ol Delegates, last Monday, was a Seuuto bill
givivg to keepers of bosrdiug or Idgiog houses
a liev upoo the baggage and effeets (oo the
premises) of boarders, with whow special agree-
mernts bave beeo made, for such suws ss may
e due fur board or lodging. [tauthorizes the

retention of & wme for thirty days, aud unless |

the bill be paid within that time, it may be
sold at aueting (o satisly it.

Lu the tax nill so tar as considered in the
H use, l_hu w rchants' license tux remains the
s.me 85 lust year. (Guveroor Swmith offered an
awcodwent, which, i' adopted, would bhave
wade the tax oo all amruoty vot ooly up v
360 00U, but in exeess of that, thirty ceuts on
tiw: ha dred dollars., This Judge Cruwp, Mr.
ilwan, Mr, Staart, and Col Armstroog coo-
tended would  effectually bresk up the whole:
sale trade of the cities and drive larger dealers
out of business. ‘The amendment was vot d
dowo with great ucanimity. ‘T'be tax on ordi-
nurics, r-ported by the ¢ mmittee, wus agreed
to, viz: $50 licepse for pinces with loss thao
2 000 inhsbitauts, and $100 lieense wueo the
populative exceeds 2,000, There is uo tax of
24 per ceot. on sales as lormerly. This gave
¢ullectors a great deal of trouble sod produced
po revenue waorth speakiog of,

Iu tre House the bill to smend the charter
of the towo of Fairfug, o Fairfax couny, was
dismissed,

_Lu the Seoate the House bill to amend sec-
tion 23 of chapter 100 «f the Code, io relation
to free sechools, wus passed.

Lu the House, Mr Picrsoo presented a peti-
tiin of citiz os of Fairfax county fur the pas
sage of & special road law for that oounty,
which was referred.

The House also passad the bill to ameod the
charter ot Alexaodria.

The Scoate passed a biil to define and set
forih thq corporate rights.fraochises, privil gis
sud obligations of the Potomse, Fredericks-

srresectatives ub the sawe hour iy as follows
197 'owos sod wards eleet 143 Republicavs aod
120 Demoerats. The Republican wajority in
the H use last year was 11, There 15 no doubt
that Cheney s elected Governor by the people
and the R-publicans clain tiar bis majority
will be as high as L,avw or 2000, They also
claiur the House by Teow Gic eo o twenry-five
wajurity, but the exaet fizares can only be de-
torwined by lster returns,  The Dewoerats
thivk the House very close sud 1w doubt. U1
the ¢ounties the Repushicaus claim to have car-
ried six out of the ten, as toliows s MU cking-
haw, Strufford, Hillsburough, Cheshir:, Sulli-
vau apd Mernwasck,  Lhe latier cou ty s
som« what in doubt, tut the probabilines are
that it has electsd Repub eau officers, Lt

geur the eountics were five Republican ana five
D rwioerat. With the execpuiou of the House
the st tus of which ¢an vuly be determioed by
further returns, and the Couocil, which 1s
doubefa’, the Republicans bave wade s clesy
SWeep.

ATILLTUEY CoMie oND sliul ilnY
(0 —C -netantly adding to our stock—Popu-

tar Guods—Populur Urices—Fancy Dress troody
at nnd below cost—Janusry 14, 1876—We have
& grest many goods in our stock which we nre
selling st prices loss than co L ol importation,
and invile consumers atd country :m,:rclmr;w Lo
tuke advantage of our low dgures,  We arocon:
stuntly in the arket snd receiving tresh goude

ull Lhe time.
D. F. ERASHEAR,

H. . HoomEes No. 109 King 4L_rm:b
jan 14 Alexundris, Ya.

D RESS GOODS

\We have this week stili further reduced from
d7he Lo 2)e u ling ot Dress Goods which wore
new this senson.  We do not wish wo put up sy
of these gouds in order Lo carry Lhem over 10
nexl seus D,

feb 3 H C.SLAYMAKER CO.

EW GOODS! PUPUTLAR PRICES!
Februury 28, 1876,

Besutiful Culicoes, Bienchea Cottons nid
Sheetings, Tuble Linens, Wins Cloth, Towei-
ings, snd I' O, Cottuns, togeth-r with 1ull
line of choice Mourning Goods, just received by
H. I Huomes. L. F. BEAasSHBEAL,

feb 28 No, 1oy King streel

EDTARTS ALE (Muarylund Brewery)
csupplied to doslers snd  consumers ut

bruwers' prices by =L
K. B LAWSON & CU,

teb 11 Agente for Margland Browery.
UBEIUHTUN'S PECTUORAL CoUGH
DROPS will cure Colds, Coughs, &,
quicker thun uny other preparation vfi thie mars
ket Price 2be per bottle. )
mb G #5 King street.

LUACHET POWDERS.—Roze, Violet, Gers
nium, Jockey Ciub, Heitotrope, snd Frang-

iponi, Just recoived » tregh suppiy sl
WAKFIELD & HALL'S,
decl? cor. Prinee snd i'l.lflnt_-r;r___

v) HHDS PORTO RICO MOLASSES, st
wble for baking, just received; slso prime
New Urleans sand Porto Rico Muiazses, Syrups

nid Strained 4 7, for sale b i
* dac ;ume L 3 C & E MILBURN.

LD MAN OF THE MOUNT LN LIVEK
PLLLS, the beaLdarticIa lnaw in u:;_l';r e
disg ising f ed liver. Furssl
'IhLIL.‘iGB urising lrom “‘;_ningl,gc{g}:;]_[}uTU,\,‘
Sole Agant fur Ajexundris

VERY HAND-OME LINE OF La-
DIES' SCARFS, Lace Bow: and “T-“:dr
gouds for Christmus just opened st reduck
rices. s (!

P dec 18 H. C. SLAYMAKER C0.
\HOPPING AXESsnd AX HELVES of
¢ wsgorted quslity ; & large lot Jud",m“{:fr'lu

at 88 King street, corner of Kuysl. Wholesut

L .
and retal J. T. CREIGHTON & SON.

_oct | e
‘ INDOW GLASS—A laryge upply -:?] 'n::
8x1) undluxlZ in store und Jur rale at
10:_\;%5!.1:::”1;3!. rutus. JANNEY &0
N AN TP o = (17 “[]-
TOUKRNING GUUD> wod B.g\L«h s
D HAILRS, Black Englishh Bﬁmuu.: s wud
a4l ‘re aiin just t HI . \
Bll:;.bkzir nch Mu i;n tu aLJA‘_}‘MihER (_’lj..
10 DOZEN MUI{EbUNI.e.I;;;\‘llchIhU
SHLIKTS ; all numbers, vnly, .
wh d & "H. C.SLAYMARER Ul

g
;)'2-.
%
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